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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. An information processing apparatus for 
controlling an application object moving autonomously in 
a shared virtual space in which avatars representing 
users of other information processing apparatuses are 
active, said information processing apparatus comprising: 

distribution examining means for examining 
distribution of said active avatars in said shared 
virtual space; 

coordinate controlling means for controlling 
coordinates of said application object in accordance with 
results of the examination by said distribution examining 
means; and 

display controlling means for controlling display 
of information by said application object controlled in 
coordinates by said coordinate controlling means. 

2. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 1, wherein said display controlling means causes 
said application object to display advertisements* 

3. An information processing method for use with 
an information processing apparatus for controlling an 
application object moving autonomously in a shared 
virtual space in which avatars representing users of 
other information processing apparatuses are active, said 
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information processing method comprising the steps of: 

examining distribution of said active avatars in 
said shared virtual space; 

controlling coordinates of said application object 
in accordance with results of the examination in said 
distribution examining step; and 

controlling display of information by said 
application object controlled in coordinates in said 
coordinate controlling step. 

4. A program storage medium which stores a 
computer -readable program for use by an information 
processing apparatus for controlling an application 
object moving autonomously in a shared virtual space in 
which avatars representing users of other information 
processing apparatuses are active, the program comprising 
the steps of: 

examining distribution of said active avatars in 
said shared virtual space; 

controlling coordinates of said application object 
in accordance with results of the examination in said 
distribution examining step; and 

controlling display of information by said 
application object controlled in coordinates in said 
coordinate controlling step. 
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5. An information processing apparatus for 
controlling an application object moving autonomously in 
a shared virtual space in which avatars representing 
users of other information processing apparatuses are 
active, said information processing apparatus comprising: 

attribute examining means for examining attributes 
of said active avatars in said shared virtual space; and 

display controlling means for controlling display 
of information by said application object in accordance 
with results of the examination by said attribute 
examining means. 

6 . An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 5, further comprising coordinate controlling 
means for controlling coordinates of said application 
object in accordance with results of the examination by 
said attribute examining means. 

7. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 5, wherein said display controlling means causes 
said application object to display advertisements. 

8. An information processing method for use with 
an information processing apparatus for controlling an 
application object moving autonomously in a shared 
virtual space in which avatars representing users of 
other information processing apparatuses are active, said 
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information processing method comprising the steps of: 

examining attributes of said active avatars in said 
shared virtual space; and 

controlling display of information by said- 
application object in accordance with results of the 
examination in said attribute examining step. 

9. A program storage medium which stores a 
computer- readable program for use by an information 
processing apparatus for controlling an application 
object moving autonomously in a shared virtual space in 
which avatars representing users of other information 
processing apparatuses are active, the program comprising 
the steps of: 

examining attributes of said active avatars in said 
shared virtual space; and 

controlling display of information by said 
application object in accordance with results of the 
examination in said attribute examining step. 

10. An information processing apparatus for 
controlling an application object moving autonomously in 
a shared virtual space in which avatars representing 
users of other information processing apparatuses are 
active, said information processing apparatus comprising: 

examining means for examining at least either 
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distribution or attributes of said active avatars in said 
shared virtual space; 

coordinate controlling means for controlling 
coordinates' of said application object in accordance with 
results of the examination by said examining means; 

display controlling means for controlling display 
of information by said application object; 

counting means for counting the number of avatars 
positioned within a predetermined range around said 
application object; and 

charging means for processing charges for the 
information controlled in terms of display by said 
display controlling means in accordance with results of 
the counting by said counting means. 

11. An information processing apparatus according 
to claim 10, wherein said counting means weights said 
number of the avatars in keeping with the attributes 
thereof . 

12. An information processing method for use with 
an information processing apparatus for controlling an 
application object moving autonomously in a shared 
virtual space in which avatars representing users of 
other information processing apparatuses are active, said 
information processing method comprising the steps of: 
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examining at least either distribution or 
attributes of said active avatars in said shared virtual 
space ; 

controlling coordinates of said application object 
in accordance with results of the examination in said 
examining step ; 

controlling display of information by said 
application obj ect ; 

counting the number of avatars positioned within a 
predetermined range around said application object; and 

processing charges for the information controlled 
in terms of display in said display controlling step in 
accordance with results of the counting in said counting 
step . 

13. A program storage medium which stores a 
computer -readable program for use by an information 
processing apparatus for controlling an application 
object moving autonomously in a shared virtual space in 
which avatars representing users of other information 
processing apparatuses are active, the program comprising 
the steps of: 

examining at least either distribution or 
attributes of said active avatars in said shared virtual 
space; 

37 




controlling coordinates of said application object 
in accordance with results of the examination in said 
examining step; 

controlling display of information by said 
application obj ect ; 

counting the number of avatars positioned within a 
predetermined range around said application object; and 

processing charges for the information controlled 
in terms of display in said display controlling step in 
accordance with results of the counting in said counting 
step . 
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